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 Getting ready to 'Taste the 
Arts' in Visalia; artist 
captures the faces of Tulare 
County agriculture for 
upcoming festival
By Teresa Douglass • tdouglass@visalia.gannett.
com • July 16, 2010 

Abstract artist Lori Esposito is on a mission to paint 
50 small portraits of Tulare County residents 
involved in agriculture.

The subjects won't necessarily recognize 
themselves, however.

"[Viewers] will see a diversity of character," Esposito 
said. "I want to capture something of the individual 
in addition to their likeness."

The paintings will be affixed to a tent-like structure 
during downtown Visalia's Taste the Arts Festival, a 
Sept. 9-11 event sponsored by the Visalia Arts 
Consortium. The name of the piece: "Where the Fruit 
of Our Labor Resides."

But first, the Thousand Oaks artist must be a 
documentary photographer.

Esposito was in town this week to photograph and 
interview farmworkers, farmers, executives, 
distributors, retailers, scientists, environmentalists, 
ranchers, social workers and families.

On Tuesday, she photographed farmworkers in a 
vineyard and employees at Golden State Vintners in 
Cutler. On Wednesday, she went to Bravo Lake 
Botanical Garden to photograph a dozen volunteer 
gardeners.

"Just the faces," she said. "We are focusing on the 
individual."

In September, their 5-by-5-inch portraits — acrylic  
paint mixed with vegetable dyes on sandblasted 
Plexiglas tiles — will create a photo album of sorts 
with everyone on equal footing, Esposito said.

Esposito's partner in the project is her partner in 
life, Duane McDiarmid, an associate professor of art 

 at Ohio University. This week, he is busy welding 
the framework for the Taste the Arts sculpture in an 
art studio at the university in Athens, Ohio.

"It's 94 degrees. I'm wearing long sleeves, long 
pants and a welding hood," he said by phone 
Thursday.

With help from community volunteers, the artists 
plan to construct the sculpture during the three-day 
festival at Garden Street Plaza. In addition to 
Esposito's 50 portraits, locally grown oranges, 
onions and garlic will be set into the tent-shaped 
tapestry.

The supporting carriage measures 11.5 by 15 feet 
and is 11 feet tall. Faux-gold-leafed fruits and 
vegetables will be fashioned into a sculpture in the 
center of the piece, Esposito said.

Coming up with a new signature event for Visalia 
was no easy task, Taste the Arts Festival organizers 
said. Members of the Visalia Arts Consortium spent 
two years tossing around ideas.

Their goal? To put Visalia on the art-community 
map — and not just for tourists.

"A lot of newcomers to Visalia do not know what 
Visalia has to offer," organizer Mary Jo Eastes said.

Arts Consortium Coordinator Caroline Koontz said 
visitors will sample the arts available in Tulare 
County and enjoy a tribute to all the food that is 
grown here.
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The festival will kick off with the popular Visalia 
Waiters Race, sponsored by Events Visalia. A live 
band and street dance will follow the race.

 

 

 

 How to attend
What: Taste the Arts Festival
When: Sept. 9-11; art show is Sept. 11
Where: Downtown Visalia, primarily in Garden 
Street Plaza
Cost: Free to attend
Artist deadline: Aug. 20 (cost is $10 per entry; 
art-show booth rental is $35)
Information: Visalia Arts Consortium, 713-
4324, www.visaliaarts.com
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Manuel and Olga Jimenez pose for a photograph for artist Lori
Esposito at the Bravo Lake Botanical Garden in Woodlake.
(TERESA DOUGLASS)

Artist Lori Esposito, second right, and Mary Jo Eastes, right, of
the Taste the Arts Festival talk to wine cellar foreman Richard
Morales and Sue Giampietro of Golden State Vintners in
Cutler about Esposito’s project. (TERESA DOUGLASS)

Artichokes are in bloom at
the Bravo Lake Botanic
Garden. (TERESA
DOUGLASS)


